Ask A Vet: Preparing Your Calf for the 4-H Fair
Sunday, March 20, 2011
Dear Dr. Weldy’s,
My daughter has recently purchased a 4-H Holstein steer to show at the Elkhart County Fair this summer. Do you have any advice on feeding calves?

-Reader

 

Dear Reader, 

Nutrition is a very important topic when it comes to calf growth and health. Here is a basic outline of 8 major points in calf nutrition.

 1. Colostrum– first milk that a cow produces after she calves. Contains antibodies to help calf fight infection and be healthy. IMPORTANT that calf receives colostrum during the first few days of life.
2. Milk Replacer– a powder substitute for milk. Good quality milk replacer. Most generic brands are fat: 20% and protein: 20%. The best ones are higher in protein and fat, but more expensive. Can feed 2 quarts every 8 hours (or every 12 hours).</span>

3. Water– Free choice and clean water available to them at all times.

 4. Hay– Offer good quality hay at about 3-4 weeks of age. Calf may not eat it, but have it available to start nibbling on. 
 5. Grain– at young age offer a small amount grain each day (dump out what calf has not consumed the day before as it can get moldy). Slowly the calf will begin to consume more and more grain as the rumen (stomach) develops. 
 6. Weaning– At about 2 months of age, begin to wean your calf off of milk replacer. Cut back feedings to once a day, instead of twice a day. Can increase the grain and hay at this time. After a week of feeding milk once a day, cut back to once every other day for a week. Then totally off of milk.  
 7. Older calves– If you purchased your steer as an older calf gradually start the calf on your grain and hay. The first few days, feed one to two pounds of grain and all the grass hay he will clean up. Then increase the grain a half pound daily until the steer is receiving one pound per 100 pounds body weight (600-pound steer = 6 pounds). This should take a week to 10 days. Now, slow down to a gradual increase of two pounds per week until the calf is receiving two pounds of grain per 100 pounds body weight (700-pound steer = 14 pounds ). Feeding half of the feed in the morning and the remainder at night should prove satisfactory for most steers. After he has eaten the grain, give 1-2 flakes of good quality hay per day. 
 8. Mineral and Salt blocks– Provide these free choice. 
 Other Important things to remember:
·Housing – Provide shelter from the rain and sun. Clean bedding. Don’t overcrowd.

 ·Fly control in the summer.

 ·Vaccinations – check with the previous owner to see what vaccines your calf has received. Good idea to vaccinate against respiratory diseases and diarrheal diseases at 5-6 months of age. Consult your veterinarian.

 ·Deworm – pastes, pour-ons or injections. 

 Hope these guidelines help answer some of your questions about calf nutrition. Consult your veterinarian for additional questions. And good luck at the fair!

-Dr. Jolene Birney

