
Emergency? When should I call? Common Problems

Cough No Between 8AM-5PM Allergies, Pneumonia

Cut on Leg Maybe Immediately A minor wound can lead to life threatening 
infections.  

Cut on the body Maybe Immediately A tetanus booster or antitoxin should be given 
anytime a horse is cut

Diarrhea No Between 8AM-5PM Infection, Change in Feed, and many others

Difficult breathing Maybe Immediately Strangles, Pneumonia, or Allergies

Lots of green fluid coming 
out the horse’s nose

Yes Immediately Choke

Mild Lameness no Between 8AM-5PM Arthritis, Pulled Tendon

Pawing, rolling, looking back 
at flank

Yes Immediately Colic

Swollen under jaw No Between 8AM-5PM Strangles (Distemper)

Very lame leg Maybe Immediately Hoof Abscess or Broken Bone


